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Project title: New Housing on Briesestrasse

Client: Stadt und Land Wohnbauten-Gesellschaft mbH

Location: Neukdlln, Berlin, Germany

Design: 2015

Completion: 2020

Architect: EM2N Architekten

Design team: Mathias Miiller, Daniel Niggli (partners); Fabian Hormann
(associate, competition); Verena Lindenmayer (associate, execution); Henrike
Kortemeyer (project leader); Mathias Kampmann, Antonio Mesquita, Inés
Nunes, Jonas Rindlisbacher, Caroline Vogel, Leonard Werlgen (competition);
Laura Ball, Pia Briickner, Felix Dechert, Golz Lachenmann (execution)

Project team: Ingenieurbiiro Rudiger Jockwer GmbH (structural engineering),
GNEISE Planungs und Beratungsgesellschaft mbH (services engineering
and cost management), MAN MADE LAND Bohne Lundqvist Mellier GbR
(landscape), Bauphysik Ritter (acoustics), Andreas Wilke Ingenieurbiiro fiir
Bauphysik und Baukonstruktion GmbH (insulation and fire safety), Caroline
Vogel (signage), Implenia Hochbau GmbH (contractor)

Site area: 3.451 m*

Gross floor area: 13,343 m”
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Made of several constituent parts, this building mediates at the
joint between the heterogeneous perimeter block development,
with its typical fire walls. and the large, meandering late-modern
structures dating from the 1960s and "70s. The new building
increases the density of the site and unites the 2 different scales
and typologies, the slab and the courtyard, which dominate its
surroundings. Nestling up against the fire walls of the existing
neighboring buildings, the proposed geometry and its central
courtyard create an inviting outdoor space.

The functions proposed for the ground floor, such as a café with
outdoor seating on Kienitzer Strasse and flexibly sized studios
along Briesestrasse, activate the urban space. Ranging from
studio to 4-room apartments, these units also have additional
communal areas. Within the flexible “shelf,” the apartment mix

could be adapted with little effort or expenditure.

The generously dimensioned internal courtyard becomes the
social center of the housing development. Access decks facing
onto the courtyard form a circulation and balcony structure
for the community of residents to enjoy. On the ground floor,
2 passageways lead into the communal courtyard, which, due
to its partly planted, partly hard-surfaced terracing, makes an

urban impression.

The appearance of this made-to-measure urban building in the
heterogeneous urban mesh of the Rollberg district results from
the use of industrial materials. Their detailing, the way they
are put together, and their resonance emanate quality. Facades
with French windows and cladding of large aluminum panels
rise from a robust exposed concrete plinth. This materialization
provides an unpretentious backdrop for the building’s residents

to enjoy.
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T » _E.A p. 136, bottom: Northwest facade.
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I ‘ Alberts. p. 137: View of the internal
courtyard from the common corridor.
| pp. 138-139: Residents can freely use
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‘ ( : A | % \ the corridor. p. 140: Double-height
[ j i = R | - ) — - corridors attached o the 2-storey
‘ Ak v j P ‘ units. p. 141, top: Voids in the corridor
| “ provide light and ventilation. p. 141,
‘ ‘ ‘ bottom: French windows and the
S PR niches around the voids seamlessly
— - — bring interior activities outdoors. This

Basement-floor plan /i < # Ground-floor plan. (scale: 1/1,000),Hi FESFER GER 2 1/1,000) page: Living spaces.
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